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Voinovich School, OMEGA,
Buckeye Hills awarded $2.2M
EDA Grant to Boost Community
Economic Growth

Ohio Southeast Economic Development
(OhioSE), in partnership with Bricker and
Eckler LLP, announced that New Concord
was one of five communities in Southeast
Ohio selected to participate in the Prepared
Communities Program.
The Prepared Communities Program
recognizes the unique challenges faced
within the SE Ohio region. Through
engaging with local communities,
listening to their challenges, and providing
resources and economic development tools,
the program aims to prepare each
community with a strategic plan that
addresses their unique needs.
OhioSE recognized that a community
strategy or a common vision is necessary in
order to achieve economic development
success. “With a vision that becomes an
actionable plan, you have direction,”
said Farber. “We want to help counties and
communities in this region create a vision
and develop an actionable plan.”
New Concord Mayor Jennifer Lyle said she
was delighted that the Village of New
Concord was selected for the
inaugural Prepared Communities Program.
“This is a great opportunity for us to move
forward with long-held goals,” she said. “We
could not ask for a better economic
development catalyst than the support and

Ohio University’s Voinovich School of
Leadership and Public Affairs was awarded
a $2.2 million investment from the U.S.
Department of Commerce Economic
Development Administration to accelerate
the region’s transition from a coal economy
through a new initiative called Resilience
Initiative for Southeastern and Eastern Ohio
(RISE Ohio).
RISE Ohio is a $2.7 million, two-year
program led by Ohio University’s Voinovich
School, in partnership with the Buckeye
Hills Regional Council (BHRC) and Ohio
Mid-Eastern Governments Association
(OMEGA), focused on helping communities
in an 18-county region make an economic
transition to new industries and ensuring
continued job creation, as well as economic
growth and diversification. The new funding
will enable these communities to engage in
Opportunity Zone planning, along with
assisting them with the impacts of coal-fired
power plant closures.
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outstanding expertise of OhioSE and
Bricker & Eckler. We are ready to roll up our
sleeves and build a platform under our
dreams.”

OMEGA will also contract to hire an
Economic Recovery Coordinator to assist
with redevelopment efforts in Coshocton
County, due to the closure of the local coalfired power plant.

The Prepared Communities program will
provide each participating community with
free technical assistance from the
professional team at Bricker and Eckler LLP
and OhioSE that will provide the
framework for developing a workable plan
for future economic development strategy.
To learn more about the Prepared
Communities Program, click HERE.

“OMEGA is very grateful to the EDA for their
continued investment in the Appalachian
region. Following the closure of the AEP
Conesville coal fired power plant in
Coshocton County, hundreds of men and
women found themselves without
employment. The addition of an Economic
Recovery Coordinator will not only help
these men and women, but countless others
across the county who have lost their jobs in
the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,”
Executive Director Jeannette M. Wierzbicki
said.
“OMEGA will also be working with its
communities to more fully develop
opportunity zones in our region to facilitate
recovery from the pandemic and to develop
resiliency throughout the region.”
To read the full article on the grant award,
click HERE.

Downtown New Concord, Ohio

Featured Property

National Road Business
Park
This greenfield site is located adjacent to the
Airport Business Park and provides numerous
parcels ranging in size from 20 to 200 acres. It is
located along State Route 40 east of
Zanesville. The site is visible from Interstate 70,
which averages over 50,000 vehicles a day. The
site is a prime location for any business or industry
looking for excellent access. All utilities are located
on site, which provides for a quick turnaround for
any company looking to locate their business. An
access road into the site was completed December
2020.
The National Road Business Park is also adjacent
to the Zanesville Municipal Airport, which features
two 5,000' runways and ILS. Click HERE for full
site info, photos and drone video.

Click image to watch drone
video of site
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The Muskingum County Transportation Improvement District
The Muskingum County Transportation Improvement District (TID) is a joint partnership
between the Muskingum County Commissioners and the City of Zanesville. The Administrative
Agent is the Office of the Port Authority, which works with five appointed board members. It
was formed in 1999, and its main objective at the time was to leverage grants and loans for the
construction of Northpointe Drive.
After the construction of Northpointe Drive was completed, the Muskingum County TID has
received almost $3.5 in grants through the Ohio Department of Transportation Office of
Jobs and Commerce. Some of the past projects, which have provided direct benefit to
economic development have assisted local companies such as Dollar General, Bimbo QSR,
Halliburton, AMG Vanadium, AVON, Genesis Healthcare System and Bilco.

An ambulance access road was created to
Genesis Healthcare System, utilizing TID
funding. This project created a second access
route to the hospital, helping to alleviate traffic
congestion on Maple Avenue. Genesis
Healthcare System is Muskingum County's
largest employer.

Construction continues at AMG Vanadium's
$350M facility at the Eastpointe Business Park.
Funding from the TID will assist with creating and
updating roads near the facility once construction
is complete. AMG's Eastpointe facility will create
~100 new jobs in our community.

Eastpointe Drive was resurfaced
between SR 93 and Dollar General’s
entrance in 2020, and a large portion was paid
for with TID grant funding. Eastpointe Drive is

A major slip repair was completed in May 2019
on Eastpointe Drive, utilizing TID funding. The
slip was located along the principal access route
into the park, and repairs were necessary to
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the primary access road for the Business Park,
and this resurfacing provided a safer route for
employees and trucks entering and exiting the
park. Eastpointe is home to five companies and
2,209 employees.

provide for the safety of employees and trucks
entering and exiting the park.

The Zanesville Muskingum County Port Authority is kicking off its 2021 Business
Retention & Expansion Program (BR&E). Conducting annual BR&E's allows our
office to proactively connect with the businesses in our community and to
understand and respond to their needs.
How can a BR&E help your business?
Are you considering an expansion?
Have you been exploring the purchase of new equipment?
Are you preparing to hire new employees?
Is your business model transitioning?
Do you have employee training needs?
These are just a few of the topics that the Port Authority, along with our Regional
and State Economic Development partners, may be able to offer assistance.
We are currently scheduling 30-minute Zoom meetings with Executive Director,
Matt Abbott and Ohio Southeast Project Manager Tom Poorman.

CLICK HERE TO SCHEDULE A BR&E APPOINTMENT

Zanesville Muskingum County Port Authority |
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